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o3, The Rambam (Hilchos Chametz
U'Matzah 8:2), adopring che opinion
that charoses is a mitzvah (Pesachim
114a). writes that all of the mitzvos of
the night — including matzah, maror,
and karpas — should be dipped into
the charoses {with the exceprion of the
Korban Pesach).

|Rav Seloveirchik suggesced that ac-
cording to the Rambam, the Chachamim
were initially motivated to introduce
karpas as a mprrh #von = with che goal
of piquing the interest of che children.
However, once it was inscitured, karpas
constitutes a bona fide mitzvas achilah
miderabbanan. One muse therefore eac
karpas even if chere are no children pres-
entat the seder who need to be kepr awake.
This is also why the Rambam writes chat
just like the other mitzvos of achilak, one
should dip karpes inte charoses, and one
must eat a kazayis of karpas. |

Inkerestingly, the Hagabos Maimoni
{0s 4), following the opinion of the
Mabaram MiRotenberg, maintains thar
since the purpose of karpas is merely for
mipart e, there is no need to eat a

full kazayis. He notes that it is quire sur-
prising that the Rambam mentions the
requisite shiur of kazayis in reference to
karpas, but not later in reference o the
eating of maror. Therefore, he suggests
that che word "kazayis” was mistakenly
printed in the halachab of eating the
karpas, instead of its correct placement
in the halachah describing the eating of
the maror (8:8). The kisvei yad (manu-
scripts) of the Rambam, however, do not
SEEITL [0 SUpPOrT this emendation. The
Rambam's opinion seems to be thar one
must, in fact, cat a kazayis of karpas.
The position of the Rambam ap-
pears to find support in a comment of
the Rosh with regard to the applicacion
of the principle of wxz we* to karpas.
One iz able to recite Kiddush o
discharge another person’s abligation,
even if he has no personal obligation
that he needs ro sarisfy with this reci-
tation. This is based on the principle of
#31n #y* — even though one has already
fulfilled his own obligation to recite a
particular berachab, he may enable oth-
ers to fulfill their obligation by reciting

[191 - 186 '] awow %23 2397 2" n7ay .22

mEn BB 993, As noted earlier, the
Mishnal in Pesackim (114a) records a
machlokes Tanna'im regarding the role of
charoses (see nevn, po 36).\The Rambam

presented in his Peirush Haldishnayos
(see Lechem Mishnel). Here, the Ram-

bam rules in accordance wich the opin-
ion of Rebbi Elazar b'Rebbi Tzaddok,

in his Peirush HaMishnayos (Pesachim
10:3) accepts rthe opinion that we dip
the maror into charoses merely for healch
reasons, due to kappa — in order to kill

maintaining that the dipping of the

maror into the charoses is not due to

health concerns, but is rather a mitz-

vab derabbanan instituted as a zecher

the harmful worms that may be pres-

{i—ememhrance:j of one of the aspects of

e.!_11:. Pi_d-t_.:r;:_:ta;gl_a_‘ {115b; see Tosfos, sv.
kappa). The Rambam proves that cha-
roses is not an independent mitzvah from
the fact thar we do not recite a birchas
bamitzvah on it

However, in the Yad HaChazakah
{(Hilchas Chametz U'Matzab 7:11), the

Rambam retracted his earlier position

out servitude in Mirzrayim. In fact, the
Rambam apparently disagreed wich his
earlier ruling on two different poines.
First, the Rambam reversed his
opinion on the issue of whether to pasken
like the Chachamim or like Rebbi Elazar
b'Rebbi Tzaddok. Second, the Rambam
wrote in his Peirush HaMishnayos thar

according to Rebbi Elazar b'Bebbi
Tzaddok, there is a birchas bamitzvab
on chareses just as on any other mitzvah,
In the Yad HaChazakab, however, al-
though the Rambam pashens like Rebbi
Elazar b'Rebbi Tzaddok chat charoses is
a mitzvab, he does not mandace a birchas
bamitzvah over charoses. This presents us
with an obvious question: Why should
charoses be different than other mitzvos,
such that it has no birchas hamitzvah?
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a mitzvah, but specifically with regard to
a ma'aseh bamitzvah, a mitzvab act,

In the case of the mitzvab of sukkah,
ance one enters the sukkah, he has al-
ready fulfilled the mitzvah of "yeshivak”
b'sukkakb, as the Rosh notes. Nevertheless,
he does not recite a berachahb ar this time
according to the Rambam because he
has not yet performed a specific ma'aseh
mitzvah until he aceually sits down.
The berachah of leisheiv basukkab was
instituted over the act of sitring in che
sukkab, and the berachab must be recived
just before that act in order for it to be
considered over la'asiyasan.

'|lT_|1i.5 is alse rthe rationale behind
a comment of the Chok Ya'akev [Orach
Chaim 475:12), citing the Aruch, thar

when we perform an act of zecher

experience. The act of tibbul is ancil-
lary in nature; the tibbul merely serves
as a means to include the charoses in the
se'udah,

The Rav noted chat this explains
the seemingly unnecessary words of the
Rambam as he conclodes the halachab
of charoses (H:’h:i!ms Chametz U'Marzab
7:11): noza teha wem By oA peeam
— “and they bring [the charoses] onro
the table on Pesach night.” Once che
Rambam codified cthat one must dip che
marer (and the karpas and matzak) into
the charases, it should be obvious thar
charoses must be brought to the table on
Pesach night! It seems chat the Rambam

here is categorizing che essence of the
mitzvah of charoses — that it should be
on the seder table. The essence of the

I'Mikdash, such as Korech, we do not

mitzvak is not using chareses For tibbal.

recite a birchas hamitzvab, In that case,

the mitzvab is accomplished not through
acdon, bur through zikarom - ones
thoughts. The eating of Korech merely

enables a person ro conjure up a1 men-

The tibbe! is a necessary step, bur it is
not considered the ma'aseh bamitzvab of
the mitzvah of charoses.

Thus, the mitzvah of charoses is an

example of a kiyum mitzvah withourt che

tal image of how the mitzvab would be

performance of any mauseh mitzvab,

performed during the time of the Beis
HaMikdash, Since the mitzvab of zecher
IMikdash involves a kiyum hamitzvah
without a maaseh mitzvab, there is no
berachah.

Rav Saloveitchik continued chat

this_explanation helps us understand
the Rambam's ruling regarding charoses.

Ewven though one must dip the various
food-related mitzvos balaylah into cha-
roses, the mitzvah should not be defined
as a mitzvah of tibbul [dipping). The na-
ture of the mirzvab is thar che charoses
serves as a zecher, to evoke a memory
of one of the aspects of the Mirzrayim

and that is why the Chachamim did not
instituce a birchas hamitzvab. Birchos bha-

mitzvah are recited over [a'asiyasan, in
relation to the performance of a ma'aseh
mitzvah, and here there is no maiasch
mitzval,

Rav Soloveitchik added chat this
approach can provide an answer to the
question raised by the Pri Megadim
(Orach Chaim, Eiskel Avraham 489:13)
on the Bahags view regarding sefiras
ha'omer.

The Babag (cited in Tasfos, Megillak
20b, s.v. kol balaplab) holds thar if one
forgets to count a day of sefirab, he
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